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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips every weekend, ranging from easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness and experience required). We also 
organise instructional courses and hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or 
associate, with a $10 discount for members 
who opt to obtain this newsletter 
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

News 
The Lost Pom: Club member Kelly Purdie has just had a book published about her 
adventures walking around the South Island last year. Kelly overcame significant adversity 
to complete her mission, along the way meeting lots of people and increasing awareness of 
Juvenile Parkinsons Disease. At just $40, her book can be purchased directly from her 

(bristolblonde32@hotmail.com) or from the publisher’s website (www.prismaprint.co.nz) 
with proceeds going to a charity for Juvenile Parkinsons. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening or 
Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact 
the trip leader in advance. 

Trampers on the summit ridge of Mt Princess 

– Bryce Williamson 

http://www.prismaprint.co.nz/
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CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip 
is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the club 
website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the names 
and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This will 
greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people start 
with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved 
ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary 
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south 
side of Waltham School, is  about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd intersection. 
Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go to 
www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are organised, 
the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can give a presentation or 
have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please 
note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start 
at 8:10 pm sharp. 

Wednesday 22 February Club Night 

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter Folding and a general catch-up and chat at the 
club rooms. The projector is available for use if anyone wishes to show some photos. 

 

Long Weekend 24-26 February Depart Fri 
Evening 7pm 

Leader: Ruth Gray 021 079 4685 
0210794685 ruthterina@yahoo.co.nz 

Lake Morgan: Lake Morgan is a stunning and serene alpine lake 
above the Haupiri and Crooked Rivers. This trip will leave Friday 
night to stay at the club hut. This tramp starts near Moana at the 
Glorivale Christian Community Centre which gives access to the 
Haupiri valley. From the Haupiri valley the track climbs steeply up 
and over the Brian O’Lynn and Mt. O’Shanessy tops before 
dropping down to Lake Morgan Hut. The lake is a good half-hour 
walk from the Hut. The next day we will travel across the tussock 
tops (there is no track here) and drop down to Cone Creek Hut in 
the Haupiri Valley. A track has been re-cut from the tops by Permolat 
in 2015 down to a scree run that takes you to Cone Creek. From 
here there is a track out down the Haupiri Valley. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 16 Feb 

Map: BU21 

Approx: $45+$15 
Hut Fee 

 
  

http://www.ctc.org.nz/
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Saturday 25 February 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 
warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

Mt Sinclair - Early start 7 am: Early start - 7 am. Mt Sinclair 
(2065m) is on Mesopotamia Station, way up the Rangitata. From 
the top you are looking back right into the Two Thumb range, or out 
of the river toward Mt Harper... Sinclair goes one up on Harper 
though - it sports a beautiful lake in a little basin at about 1600m, 
which we’ll visit on our way up or down. It’s named after Dr Sinclair, 
a past Colonial Secretary. After his retirement, he gained a 
reputation as a naturalist and made several trips back to New 
Zealand. In February 1861, he joined von Haast (who was 
surveying the Rangitata River system) at Mesopotamia Station. On 
25 March 1861, Sinclair was drowned in the river while trying to get 
to the homestead of Samuel Butler. His grave is marked on the 
map, about a quarter of a mile from the river and in front of the 
Mesopotamia homestead. Early start 7 am, Z at 1 Papanui Road. 
Get your name down early, and you could get picked up from your 
home. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 23 Feb 

Map: BX19 

Approx: $35 

 

Saturday 25 February 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Port Robinson Walkway: An attractive coastal walk in North 
Canterbury, between the Hurunui River Mouth and Gore Bay. Fairly 
easy walking with minimal height gain, along varied terrain that 
includes sandy beaches, eroded sea cliffs, headlands, rural 
terraces and regenerating bush. The northern section of the 
walkway from Port Robinson to Gore Bay is tidal and will involve 
walking along a shingle beach and some clambering over rocks; 
strong footwear required. Depending on tide times, the trip will start 
at either Gore Bay or Hurunui River Mouth and require a car shuffle. 
Approximately 10kms, 4 to 5 hours. 

Grade: Easy 

Closes: 23 Feb 

Map: BV26 

Approx: $25 

 

Weekend 25-26 February 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Croesus Track: Join me on my favourite weekend trip to the lovely 
West Coast - a good chance to go to the Croesus Knob area, before 
it becomes part of the Pike 29 track & the number of 
trampers/mountain bikers increase. Sat will be a lovely river valley 
walk up to the Ces Clark hut with a stop over at the old gold mining 
area at Garden gully. If the weather permits we can watch the 
sunset over the Tasman sea from Croesus Knob before retiring for 
a comfortable nights sleep. Sunday we can either return the way 
we came or walk out along the tops with views of the Tasman sea, 
beaches & Mt Cook. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 16 Feb 

Map: BT19 BT20 

Approx: Approx $40 
+ hut fee 
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Tuesday 7 February 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Bridle path carpark Heathcote 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: Due to the Port Hills fires, we will meet in the Bridle 
path carpark until further notice. Need torch and small backpack, as 
it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail running shoes. The idea 
is 1 hour of brisk walking in the area. This summer, we will 
accommodate all grades. Just turn up. No trip list, no cost. 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 
 

Tuesday 28 February  

CTC Photography Workshop #5: This is the fifth of Michel Holleman’s Photography 
Workshops. For details see website 

 

Wednesday 1 March Club Night 

Free evening so far. Speaker TBC: Speaker details will be confirmed nearer to the talk. 
 

Saturday 4 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081 
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk 

Mt Stuart: Ascend the Mt Phipps ridge until we reach a point where 
we can descend into the little visited upper basin of Pegleg Creek. 
From the saddle at the head of the creek it is a straightforward climb 
to the top of Mt Stuart (1906m, around 1400m - 1500m total ascent). 
From there we will descend the west ridge passing over Hills Peak 
and finally ending up near the south end of the viaduct with a bit of 
a road bash back to the cars. There are spectacular views looking 
down on the viaduct from further down the ridge. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 2 Mar 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 

 

Weekend 4-5 March 
Departure point: Location TBD 

Leader: Michel Holleman 02102871505 
michel_holleman@hotmail.com 

CTC Photography Workshop #6: This is the sixth and last of 
Michel Holleman’s Photography Workshops - an overnight field trip. 
For details see website or contact Michel. 

Grade:  

Closes: 23 Feb 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Weekend 4-5 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 
gerryparawa@hotmail.com 

Mt Pember: Mt Pember 1714m on Puketeraki Range Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 23 Feb 

Map: BV22 

Approx: $25 
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Sunday 5 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Jeff Hall 338-0922 

whio2u@gmail.com 

Wilding Pines conservation day: Come and do some 
conservation work. Help to improve the environment and boost club 
coffers as well. Bound to be a nice pie on the way, a pint on the way 
back and some good company to boot! 

Grade: Work - Easy 
and Work - 
Moderate 

Closes: 2 Mar  

Approx:  
 

Tuesday 7 March 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Bridle path carpark Heathcote 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: Due to the Port Hills fires we will meet in the Bridle 
path carpark (not Heybridge lane) until further notice. Need torch 
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail 
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the area. This 
summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up. No trip list, 
no cost. 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Wednesday 8 March Club Night 

Trekking and Travelling in Peru: Tonight Nicole Knapp from "World Travellers" is talking 
about her recent hiking in Peru, a place of great beauty and potential for hikers to get off 
the beaten track. Nicole found the country fascinating, with great tramping and enthralling 
village life. She will briefly discuss what World Travellers has to offer to trampers wishing 
to visit this area of the world. 

 

Saturday 11 March 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Old Coach Road / Trig M: This trip in the Korowai-Torlesse 
Tussocklands Park will start at the base of Porters Pass and follow 
the Old Coach Road, the route taken by the Cobb and Co coaches 
in the 19th Century. Then an unmarked easily followable trail along 
the crest, then the Starvation Gully track up to Trig M. Great views 
of Lake Lyndon and surrounding area. Around 700m height gain. 
The return trip will follow the Coach Stream Track down past Kowai 
Forest and back to the cars. 

Grade: Easy/Mod 

Closes: 9 Mar 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20 

 

Weekend 11-12 March 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925 
atromans@gmail.com 

Ranger Biv. Easy-Moderate.: Camping at the bush line on the 
Poulter range we should get nice views as the sun sets over the 
main divide. Leaving on Sat from Caltex Russley we walk in via 
Andrew’s Stream, cross the Poulter River and then climb about 
700m through bush to the Biv. Moderate types can traverse a 
section of the Poulter Range before dropping back to the river. With 
enough people we can do a car shuffle and walk out via the Poulter 
river. 

Grade: Easy Mod 

Closes: 2 Mar 

Map: BV21 

Approx: $30 

 

mailto:whio2u@gmail.com
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Sunday 12 March Early Start, helmet required 
Departure point: Contact leader 

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com 

Mt St George: This is a trip that Bryce has been eyeing up for some 
time. Mt St George (1801 m) is a peak on the St James Range, just 
south of Fowlers Pass and accessed via the Rainbow Road (behind 
Hanmer Springs). We will park near Fowler Hut, then ascend a 
ridge to the west of the ominously named Battery to Pt 1744 m and 
then St George summit. From there the intention will be traverse 
the ridge to Pt 1797 m, then head north over Mt Catley and down a 
beautiful stretch of scree and back along Fowler Pass Track to the 
cars. Total ascent is estimated to be 1100 m over about 13 km. The 
section between Mts St George and Catley is likely to require a 
degree of comfort with scrambling and a head for heights. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 9 Mar 

Map: BT24 

Approx: $40 

 

Tuesday 14 March 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Bridle path carpark Heathcote 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: Due to the Port Hills fires we will meet in the Bridle 
path carpark (not Heybridge lane) until further notice. Need torch 
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail 
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the area. This 
summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up. No trip list, 
no cost. 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Wednesday 15 March Club Night 

Free Evening so far. Speaker TBC by email. 
 

Saturday 18 March 
 

Leader: Elizabeth Eadon 03 3764453 
drelizabethmej@gmail.com 

Maukuratawhai: Maukuratawhai (sometimes irreverently called Mt 
Muckaroundawhile to help you remember the name) is an 
interesting little 1615m peak just across the Clarence River from 
where you descend from Jacks Pass. We will climb up the long SW 
ridge (about 800m height gain) and traverse around to Pt 1575 and 
descend its S ridge to circle back to the starting point. The trip starts 
with a cold ford of the Clarence so bring some spare sneakers so 
you can change into dry boots on the other side. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 16 Mar 

Map: BU24 

Approx: $35 

 

Weekend 18-19 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Tomyu Hu 03 3433 887 
tomyuhu@gmail.com 

Mt Mueller: Over-looking Maruia River and Hotel. A 1,000m climb 
will take us to the tops to a camp by a tarn at 1,600 m. Day two will 
see us traverse the ridge to the top of Mt Mueller. If there are 
enough cars we will descend the west ridge back to a waiting shuttle 
car. This trip is described in Nick Groves book "South Island 
Weekend Tramps". 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 9 Mar 

Map: BT23 BT22 

Approx: $35 
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Sunday 19 March – Meet at 10 am 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Joshua Johnson 
jopjohns@mtu.edu  

Christchurch Port Hills Climbing: Spend the afternoon doing 
some Top Rope rock climbing with the CTC - all skill levels welcome 
(but only Top Rope climbing allowed for trip participants). We will 
either go to an outdoor crag in the port hills (weather and fire 
dependent) or head inside to the Roxx Climbing Center. Mandatory 
equipment includes helmet and proper climbing harness (climbing 
shoes also recommended). See trip leader for details. cost $5-55 
depending on destination 

Grade: Climbing 
trip 

Closes: 16 Mar 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Sunday 19 March Early start 07:30 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Mt Guy: Mt Guy is a 1319m peak in the Hakatere/Ashburton Lakes 
area,directly north east of Lake Clearwater. We’ll park near the 
eastern end of the lake, then cross Lambies Stream to pick up a 
DOC track up the southern face of the hill directly to the summit - 
around 700m height gain. Great views to all points of the compass. 
From the summit, we descend north west, then up to the second 
summit of Mt Guy, 1274m. Descend down a long spur to pick up a 
short section of the Te Araroa Trail. Return to the cars via the 
Eastern Link Track and the Clearwater Circuit Track. 

Grade: EasyMod 

Closes: 16 Mar 

Map: BX18 
BW19 

Approx: $35 

 

Tuesday 21 March 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Bridle path carpark Heathcote 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: Due to the Port Hills fires we will meet in the Bridle 
path carpark (not Heybridge lane) until further notice. Need torch 
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail 
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the area. This 
summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up. No trip list, 
no cost. 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Wednesday 22 March Club Night 

Free Evening so far. Speaker TBC by email. 

 

Saturday 25 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081 
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk 

Mt Binser: Mt Binser is an impressive three-peaked block on the 
true left of the Waimakariri between that river and its confluences 
with the Hawdon and Poulter Rivers. On this trip the intention is to 
take the reverse of the conventional route. Starting from Poverty 
Flat on the Mt White Road, we’ll head up a long ridge in a direct 
assault on the main, 1860-m peak. From there, it’s another 2 km to 
over the middle peak to the north peak at 1753 m. Going in this 
direction affords an easier scree descent down to the Binser Track. 
This will be a longish day and requires a reasonable level of fitness. 
An early departure is possible. Make sure that you have contacted 
the leader. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 23 Mar 

Map: BV21 

Approx:  
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Weekend 25-26 March Depart 7:30am 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 
gerryparawa@hotmail.com 

Tarn Col | Arthur’s Pass: Leave from Hawdon carpark to Walker 
Pass then onto Tarn Col and camp at Tarauhua Pass. There are 
various return routes depending on the weather and the group. 
Contract the trip leader for more information. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 9 Mar 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 

 

Sunday 26 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Peter Coleman 03 335 0891 
pfranciscoleman@gmail.com 

Purple Hill St Bernard traverse: We ascend from Lake Pearson 
up an obvious ridge on to Purple Hill (1680 m) and Mt St Bernard 
(1518 m). Then down to Lake Hawdon passing the lesser heights 
of Gog and Magog (approx 500m) back Great views of lakes railway 
lines and new country. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 23 Mar 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $25 

 

Tuesday 28 March 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm 
Departure point: Bridle path carpark Heathcote 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 

CTC Hill Climb: Due to the Port Hills fires we will meet in the Bridle 
path carpark (not Heybridge lane) until further notice. Need torch 
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail 
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the area. This 
summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up. No trip list, 
no cost. 

Grade: All 

Closes: No sign-up 

Map:  

Approx:  

 

Wednesday 29 March Club Night 

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter Folding and a general catch-up and chat at the 
club rooms. The projector is available for use if anyone wishes to show some photos. 

 

Saturday 1 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 
warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

Godley Peak, 2087m, Palmer Range: Godley Peak (2087 m) is at 
the end of the Palmer Range, overlooking the confluence of the 
Wilberforce and Rakaia rivers. After crossing a little preliminary light 
scrub on the flats we will go in via one of the long spurs - nothing 
difficult to negotiate, but a sustained climb of over 1500 m and about 
10 km each way so it will be a long day. Admire the sheep when 
you are out there - John Robert Godley, the man who met the first 
4 ships, is regarded as the founder of the Canterbury settlement. 

Grade: ModHard 

Closes: 30 Mar 

Map: BW19 

Approx: $30 

 

Saturday 8 April 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Leith Hill / Castle Hill: A nice loop in the Craigieburns starting at 
the Castle Hill Scenic Reserve, then going up Leith Hill (1384m, 
around 500m height gain). From there, we drop down a short scree 
slope, then over to Castle Hill ( 920m ). Back to the cars through 
the scenic reserve where we can explore the limestone formations. 

Grade: Easy/Mod 

Closes: 6 Apr 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20 
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Long Weekend 14-17 April 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 

Lake Nerine: Another attempt to reach Lake Nerine in the Mt 
Aspiring National Park. Contact Warwick for more details. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 6 Apr  

 

Trip Reports 
4-5 January 2017 

Kaikoura Coastal Track 

After chatting with Rachel about her experiences on this track I decided to check it out online. 
My gf is fittish but not tramping or hill fit so this looked perfect for her. Basically its 2 days of 
easy tramping 2 nights in very comfortable huts/cabins and your heavy luggage carried for 
you. Just your day pack to carry.  

Day one after a leisurely breakfast consisted of walking south on the road and the beach. 
Tides needed to be considered and waves negotiated as they came inshore and of course 
we got wet when one rogue came further in than we thought. Lunch was taken at the shelter 
and then it was inland and a bit upwards. The lookout had fantastic views and there was 
even binoculars provided for views. Then it was cross country and into the bush reserve on 
the way to our accommodation for the night, about 20 kms was covered that day. Being 
reunited with our luggage and chilly bin was a real bonus (glamping I hear you shout, Yes 
indeed). 

Day two began with a pickup to our 
starting point on SH1, after another 
leisurely breakfast of course. Just day 
packs again. Into the bush, slowly 
climbing uphill with the compulsory 
viewing and morning tea stops. Most of 
this part of the day was above SH1 with 
great views across to the 2 Kaikoura 
ranges.  Over the saddle and uphill 
towards Skull peak for lunch at the 
shelter. Impressive views in every 
direction. Lunch at the shelter was very 
civilised with gas burner for heating food 
and/ or the kettle for making a cuppa. The 

only thing missing was a man servant. There’s even a flush loo up there too. After lunch and 
photo taking we strolled downhill over the farmland and then back into another bush reserve 
across the fields and back to the beach house we had left the car. It was great to be able to 
have a quick wash and drink the lovely lemon cold drink provided for us.  

All in all a great trip for us. perfect for someone with a bit of fitness and loves great scenery. 
Day 2 on its own would be a great 1 day trip provided the weather played its part. 

4 February 2017 

Sedgemere Excursions 

Our main ambition on Waitangi weekend, 2017, was to climb Mt Princess on Sunday.  But 
with a free day on either side, a group of us decided to head in to Lake Tennyson with the 
intention of climbing a nearby lesser peak and tenting the night on the lakeshore.  The 

View South at lunchtime – M. Hammond 
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weather forecast was good, but the light drizzle and brisk lake breeze convinced us (after a 
very brief debate on arrival) to head up over Island Saddle and into the realms of South 
Marlborough.  The extra 20-or-so kilometres was rewarded by vastly improved weather. 

After staking claims on Sedgemere Sleepout bunks, we struck out for an afternoon 
constitutional.  Natasha and Richard headed directly behind the hut up onto Balaclava 
Ridge.  Max, Bernhard, Jonathan and I drove a short distance over the Wairau to the base 
of a south-easterly spur of Turk Ridge, leading up to Pts 1789 m and 1951 m.  Max took off 
like a terrier, while the other three of us made a more leisurely ascent, admiring and 
photographing the view and the alpine flora. 

 

After about ninety minutes we met Max, waiting for us on Pt 1789 m.  Max was keen to press 
on over gnarlier stuff towards Pt 1951 m, but we other three, disdaining the gratuitous 
intervening height loss, Wombled off down a gentle spur directly to the east.  

After about a kilometre of more pleasant and interesting plants we dropped southwards 
down a scree that abruptly terminated in a near-vertical bluff overlooking Bert Stream 
gorge.  We then turned easterly, descending a steeper section of scree punctuated by 
navigable bluffs and a deeply scoured loess slope before coming out onto the road.  The 
circa two-kilometre walk along the almost-flat road to Max’s car took us past a waterfall 
bursting over the lowest of the Berts Creek bluffs. 

Back at the car we watched a dusty wind-devil hollering and hurtling directly towards us 
down a big scree slope – Max was (nearly) back.  While he descended we headed further 
along the road to look at a small wetland, which is purportedly a unique “turf” community 
containing some Nationally Critical (the capitals are not just a whim) species, one of which 
is known only in this tarn.  

Max picked Jonathan and me up on his way past, but Bernhard chose to extend his 
stroll.  The car arrived at the Sleepout just moments after Natasha and Richard got back 
from their trip on the other side of the Wairau.  We made some coffee/tea and sat around 
eating sweets from the candy-man while Jonathan pitched his ultra-light, ultra-cheap tent 
and Natasha had a nap on the grass.  After dinner (eaten out on the grass and deck), we 
perambulated a kilometre or so to Lake Sedgemere (which, interestingly, drains eventually 
into the Clarence rather than the very much closer Wairau River). 

Heading along South spur of Pt 1789 – Bryce Williamson 
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Jonathan’s and my Turk Ridge walk constituted about 6.6 km and a bit more than 700 m 
total ascent over about three hours.  The others might have had just slightly more impressive 
statistics on their variations.  It was a lovely unstrenuous day, and a perfect warm-up for 
Richard’s big adventure, to be had on Mt Princess the next day.   

5 February 2017 

Mt Princess 

It being a long (Waitangi) weekend, six of us (Natasha, Richard, Jonathan, Bernhard, Max 
and Bryce) had overnighted in and around the Sedgemere Sleepout, about 20 km beyond 
the Lake Tennyson.  We didn’t get up early, but the short drive meant we were at the 
designated meeting point, where the Rainbow Road crosses the Clarence River, with plenty 
of time to spare. 

The Christchurch contingent arrived in three vehicles almost bang on the appointed meeting 
time of 10 am.   Having the combination code for the gate to Maling Pass, we drove up the 
four-wheel-drive track to within about a kilometre of the pass, thereby saving ourselves 
about 5 or 6 km of trudgery in each direction. 

We left the cars at about 10:50 am.  Twenty minutes later we turned north, over the pass 
proper and up the ridge over Pt 1572 m.  The weather was beautiful, quite calm with sunny 
blue skies, but not too hot, and with stunning views in all directions.  Just after noon we 
arrived at a pretty tarn directly under Pt 1906 m, where we ate lunch over about half an hour. 

From the tarn, we climbed over the 
eastern shoulder of Pt 1906 m then 
descended into the scree basin 
south of Princess Bath.  By 1.30 pm 
we were lying in the sun on a small 
promontory of the lake, eying up 
the various routes to Mt Princess 
summit.  One route was a still-
snow-filled couloir on the south 
face leading almost directly to the 
summit, but the scree climb to get 
just to the bottom of the couloir was 
nearly as great as that required on 
a more conservative route to a 
saddle on our (climber’s) left; and its narrowness and the large number of us in the party 
indicated a substantial risk of a rock-fall accident.  So we (or should I say nearly all of us) 
decided to climb to the saddle. 

The saddle is up a steep scree climb about 230 m above the lake, with the summit a further 
140 m up a less steep ridge.  To stay out of each other’s rock-fall line and gain a hand-rail 
effect, we mostly stayed close to the bluff faces; but even so, quite a number of large rocks 
were loosened and the shout of “rock!” regularly echoed around the basin.  

About 2.30 pm, and 35 m below the saddle, we entered a short narrow chute that, at its top 
end, opened onto the saddle.  Richard sidled over to his right.  In doing so his feet slipped 
slightly in the scree and he grabbed at the rock face.  Nothing unusual here – the same had 
been happening regularly to us all during the ascent.  But he then rolled over onto his side 
clutching his right shoulder and exclaiming (in language not particularly characteristic of 
Richard) that (a) he had dislocated his shoulder and (b) he knew that he had dislocated his 
shoulder because he had done so twice before. 

Others gathered around and GP Elizabeth attempted to pop his shoulder back into the 
socket, but it wouldn’t go.  After a very brief discussion it was decided to set off Warwick’s 

Climbing from Maling Pass – Bryce Williamson 
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PLB; Warwick’s because (a) it transmits GPS coordinates and (b) the trip leader was too 
apprehensive about his wife’s potential reaction if he were to set of his beacon – again! 

There was nothing to do now but to make Richard as comfortable as we could (he looked 
quite miserable) and wait for the helicopter.  Richard generously suggested that the rest of 
us fill the intervening time by completing the climb.  Doug said he had climbed Mt Princess 
before so would stay with Richard while most of the rest of us went on. 

The climb from the 
saddle to the 
summit was much 
less testing than the 
scree.  The view 
from the top was 
really impressive, 
especially down 
into the Bath 
steeply below us 
and to Lake 
Tennyson and the 
Waiau valley.  And 
the weather was 
still near perfect, 
though with a fairly 
steady westerly 
blowing. 

Only 70 minutes 
after the PLB had 

been set off the Nelson-Marlborough Rescue Helicopter (twin-engined Kawasaki BK117) 
arrived.  It flew around us, presumably checking the terrain and wind direction, before 
landing exactly at the spot that we had marked with an “H” in rocks.  Two paramedics 
climbed down to Richard, injected him with painkillers and unsuccessfully tried to relocate 
his shoulder.  David provided some duct tape, which was used to immobilise Richard’s arm 
and shoulder, and he was then helped to climb the remaining scree and to board the 
helicopter.  By 4:30 pm they were off on their way to Christchurch (the crew having decided 
not to go to Nelson or Blenheim). 

By the time the helicopter departed, some of the rest of the party had already headed back 
down to the bath.  The rest of us did a tidy up, scattering the rock “H” and making sure that 
nothing had been left behind.  At 5 pm we were all back at the Bath where some “enjoyed” 
a bracing pinnipedal splash.  (While drying out in the sun I learnt that Shaun had actually 
climbed to the summit via the couloir!  He said that having got partway up he was not game 
enough to go back down, so had to keep climbing.) 

The walk back to the cars was guided by Doug’s GPS track, skirting south of the bluffs below 
the Bath and then down a steep tussocky slope into the valley floor.  We came out exactly 
adjacent to the cars, about eight and a half hours after we had left them.  The majority of us 
headed back to Christchurch, Natasha and Warwick in Richard’s car, apparently arriving 
back at about 11 pm.  Max, Bernhard, Jonathan and Bryce drove to Cow Stream, arriving 
after dark and then soaking in the hot pools till about midnight.  The next day we had thought 
to climb another mountain, but the wind was much stronger and there was more enthusiasm 
for a morning pool soak followed by pies in Hanmer. 

Back in Christchurch, Richard had had his shoulder reinstalled; and by 11 pm when Natasha 
dropped off his car he was already home and apparently quite chipper. 

Richard takes the ‘easy’ way down – Bryce Williamson 
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11.8 km and 1130 m total ascent over 8 hours 30 minutes.  16 participants: Max de Lacey, 
Bernhard Parawa, Jonathan Carr, Richard Lobb, Natasha Sydorenko, Elizabeth Eadon, 
Doug Forster, Josh Johnson, Shaun Wong, David Sutton, Kathy Basire, Kerrie Maynard, 
Scott Fowler, Jack O’Connor, Warwick Dowling and Bryce Williamson (leader). 

11-12 February 2017 

Zampa tarns 

CTC overnight trip, 17.6 km and 1200 m total ascent.  Five participants: Natasha Sydorenko 
(leader), Rose Laing, Jonathan Carr, Bernhard Parawa and Bryce Williamson. 

Zampa is a central character in the French three-act opera “Zampa, or the Marble Bride” 
composed by Louis Joseph Ferdinand Hérold and first performed in Paris in 1831.  Zampa 
was the Count of Monza, and very much a rogue.  He became a dastardly pirate but 
eventually met his deserved fate, dragged down to hell by his “marble bride”.  Canterbury 
trampers know Zampa better as a 1710 m peak in the Spenser Mountains, fittingly close to 
the Libretto and Opera Ranges.  Perhaps even better known than the peak itself are the 
associated Zampa Tops, extending from Hendy Saddle to Ada Pass, and the Zampa tarns, 
at the south end of the Tops. 

Natasha had scheduled a CTC trip the plans for which essentially seemed to comprise (a) 
camp at the tarns and (b) hope that the weather is good (or maybe it was the other way 
around).  By Wednesday night, these had been augmented to include (c) ascending the 
ridge over Pt 1605 m from the confluence of the Maruia River Right Branch and the (fairly 
voluminous, but apparently un-named) stream the runs down from near Henry Saddle; and 
(d) return via Henry Saddle and Pt 1724 m, including a massive scree descent from Pt 1755 
m back to the stream. 

With just five of us in the party, we got away with using just one car.  Our departure from the 
Papanui Z station was delayed by intermingling with Mike Newslove’s very much bigger Mt 
Lyndon group, but eventually we headed off some time after 8 am.  With a short break at 
Culverden for second breakfast, we were making our way north along the St James Walkway 
in fine warm weather by just after 11 am. 

Nor’ wester over big Zampa tarn – Bryce Williamson 
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At Cannibal Gorge swing bridge, we dropped down to the bed of the Maruia River Right 
Branch.  With a couple of scrambles over small bluffs we made our way to the confluence 
with the Henry Saddle stream.  At that point we abandoned the ascent of the ridge (plan (c)) 
since the bush looked damp and dense.  Instead, we headed up the wide shingle bed of the 
stream, which showed plenty of signs of having been in substantial flood not too long ago. 

About 12.30 pm and a kilometer or so up the stream, we stopped for lunch, then carried on 
at a sedate pace.  Initially the river bed consisted of fractured rocky shingle, but above about 
~1100 m it had transformed into a beautiful grassy dale with lots of pretty flowers.  At about 
1200 m we turned to our right and up the side of a steep scree slope to a ~1500-m saddle 
between Zampa and Pt 1616 m.  From there it was and easy amble of about 1 km north 
around a mountain terrace and past a number of small tarns to the large tarn immediately 
east of Zampa, which we reached about 5 pm. 

By now there were signs of a strengthening north-westerly wind, but we were still in diffuse 
sun and reasonably sheltered by the bluffs under Zampa.  Jonathon had tentatively 
suggested that he was going to set up his tent on an island, but that would have been anti-
social and have meant him getting wet feet, so we pitched all three tens in a line on the east 
shore, just south of the tarn’s outlet through bluffs towards the Henry River.  After cups of 
tea/coffee, we progressed immediately to dinner, which was enjoyed in the sun, but now 
getting colder.  After dinner, some of us did uncoordinated circuits of the tarn, finding the 
western shore was substantially infested with Spaniards. When the sun dipped behind 
Zampa, it got quite a bit colder, so we were in our tents by 8.30 pm.  

During the night we were serenaded by frogs and 
subject to occasional strong gusts of wind.  By the 
morning, the wind had died down, but we were 
enveloped in misty cloud.  We ate breakfast, 
packed up and were on our way towards Henry 
Saddle at 8.30 am.  Having travelled just a couple 
of kilometres we were shaken by a strong 
earthquake.  Not long after that, the clouds parted 
sufficiently for us to see the steep, 500-m climb 
from Henry Saddle to Pt 1724 m – and it didn’t look 
as if it was going to be any fun at all.  The signs 
were that we wouldn’t get much of a view and that 
the nor’wester was building again.  The only 
drawcard was the prospect of 600 or 700 m of 
scree descent; but we were right next to a ~300 m 
scree back to the stream so we went for that 
instead (i.e. abandoned plan (d)). 

In the mist it was hard to see how to get past the 
gnarly bits at the top on to the scree itself.  Jonathan and Natasha headed straight down, 
while the other three of us climbed back to the crest of the ridge before sidling part was down 
on tussock.  When the mist broke again for a moment it was clear that Natasha and Jonathan 
had made the better decision; and they had to wait for the rest of us for about 15 minutes at 
the scree bottom. 

The trip back to the car was uneventful and entirely unhurried.  We arrived at about 2 pm 
and were just closing up the car boot when Bernhard shouted out an expletive and started 
running towards the highway from which a cloud of dust was rising.  A Toyota Hilux towing a 
heavy trailer, which, in turn, was carrying another car, had jack-knifed coming around the 
corner from the west.  My first impression was that two cars had collided head on, but very 
fortunately that was not the case.  The Hilux and its trailer had crossed the on-coming lane 
and ended up in a swampy ditch.  It was extremely lucky that no-one was coming the other 

Rose enjoying the tarn – B. Williamson 
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way.  The three occupants seemed to be largely uninjured, though the driver had a sore hip 
and a female backseat passenger seemed pretty freaked out.   There was not much we 
could do and a police car arrived very promptly, so we headed off. 

It still being quite early in the day, we drove on to Maruia Springs for a soak in the hot 
pools.  The facility has changed ownerships and the new owners have upgraded it quite 
considerably.  Unfortunately they have also “upgraded” the cost ($40 p.p.) and the sand-fly 
density (exceeding 5 sand-flies per cubic centimetres at times!).  There is an indoor pool, 
which provides some relief from the flies, but whose water temperature was (for me) too 
high. 

On the way back to Christchurch, we stopped off and the Waikari Pub for 
dinner.  Coincidentally, Jo Steven and her partner also stopped there on their way back from 
Kahurangi and the Dragons Teeth.  They commented about the vehicles they had spotted 
off the road at Lewis Pass.  The last bit of the journey was spent listening to music and 
organising attendance (by three of us) at the South Island Beer Festival, to be held the 
following Saturday.  

Thanks to Natasha for leading the trip and driving, and to all of the rest of the team for their 
entertaining and amusing company. 

10 December 2016 

Akaroa Tops 

This trip was advertised as "Mt Aicken" in Arthurs Pass, but the weather in the mountains on 
the day was foul. So, we redirected ourselves to a traverse of the tops above Akaroa.  

We parked our 1 car in the heart of Akaroa, at the corner of Stoney Bay Peak Road and the 
main road near the waterfront, and starting walking north up the main road at 9:30am. 
Shortly after, we hung a right in to Grehan Valley Road. The weather above was overcast, 
windy, and threatened rain. In the shelter of the lush, green, grass & tree-lined narrow road, 
all was calm, save for the rapid chatter. The road steepened, narrowed, and twisted uphill.  

At/near the formed road end, we continued up via a sign-posted track through forest, 
eventually emerging on to an easement through farmland and scrub. While we climbed  in 
the open it began to drizzle, but we were warm enough. The track came out on the summit 
ridge to the north of point 646 beside Brocherie’s Road, and we turned south along it and 
then took the steeper track to Stoney Bay Peak (806m). The wind certainly was present now, 
and rain gear welcome. But the view was good, and the rock formations interesting. And 
there were signs of better weather to come! 

Lunch was eaten in the quiet lee of the ridge near the summit of Stoney Bay Peak Road to 
the south. At the corner, we took a special track and twisted and dropped down through 
beautiful forest and bush to Richard’s hideaway hut. During the bush sections we were 
tutored by Richard about some of the differences between "mean" Manuka and "kind" 
Kanuka - feel the leaves and note that the difference. Kanuka grow much taller... His place 
has immense views to the west, and plenty of peace and quiet when the wind lets it be so. 
Richard treated us to a lookaround and a cup of tea and juice. Thank you Richard. 

We had to leave at some point from Richard’s idyll, so we returned to the road and headed 
down it towards Akaroa. But at the first major hairpin bend in the road, we left the road to 
follow a farm track or way that switched south for nearly 1 km then headed ~NW to eventually 
join up with Aylmers Valley Road. During the descent, the clouds retreated, the sun came 
out, we pondered the  upcoming afternoon tea stop. 

At ~3:30pm we returned to the car, got changed, and headed in to the cafe belt to browse, 
eat, and drink in beautiful sunny Akaroa. We walked ~ 16km in 6 hours with ~ 900m total 
height gain - a very pleasant outing. 



− 16 − 

Thank you Mariusz for leading this lovely trip, and thank you Richard for your local 
knowledge and treats. 

Mariusz Madry (leader), Richard Kimberley ("botanist"), Saskia Wohlgemuth, Warwick 
Dowling (scribe), and prospective member Bett. 

More about the CTC 
Club Officers 

President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 

Secretary: David Selway 03 326 3344 

Treasurer: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684 

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-6425 

New Members 
Rep: 

Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 

Day Trip 
Organiser: 

Elizabeth Eadon 03 3764453 

Overnight Trip 
Organiser: 

Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 

Social 
Convenor: 

Kay Taylor 03358-4580 

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Editor: Karen Tait 027 520 6464 

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves 027 882 5563 

IT Convenor: Richard Lobb 351-2344 

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907 

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book 
and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00 
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the 
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Gareth Caves 027 882 5563 for booking and key 
code; or if he’s away, Steve Bruerton 322 6196; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink 3525329. 
Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you 
find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut convenor, Gareth Caves. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of 
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is 
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club 
gear assigned to you is your responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the outside of your pack can be easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This may result in serious damage to your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking them on a trip even if they are not used, 
and report any damage to the gear custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire: 

Tent $3/person/night 

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend 

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend 

Large/small weekend 
packs 

$2 per weekend 

Helmets Free 

Personal locator beacons Free 
 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 23 March 2017 – Thanks. 
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